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S T A 


Dryden. 


To make a completeyfo/Vr^ is a curious piece of archi- 

te< ? ure - f , . . mtton. 

cannot: forbear mentioning a Jlaircafe, where the eafinefs of 

the aCcent, the difpofition of the lights, and the convenient 
„ ,andln S’ are admirably contrived. Mdifm on Italy. 

stake. H.y. [j-taca, Saxon ; Jlaeck, Dutch ; tjlaca, Spanilh.] 

1. A pel or ftrong ftick fixed in the ground. 

The more I fhaked the fake, which he had planted in the 
ground of my heart, the deeper ftill it funk into it. Sidney. 
His credit in the world might ftand the poor town in great 

u l _ as /3 hltherto their minifters foreign eftimation hath been 
the hei\Jlake in their hedge. Hooker. 

He wanted pikes to fet before his archers; 

Inftead whereof fharp Jlakes, pluckt out of hedges. 

They pitched in the ground. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

In France the grapes that make the wine grow upon low 
vines bound to fmall flakes, and the railed vines in arbors 
make but verjuice. Bacon’s Natural Ihjlory. 

Or fharpen Jlakes, or head the forks, or twine 
The fallow twigs to tie the flraggling vine. 

2. A piece of wood. 

While he whirl’d in fiery circles round 
The brand, a fharpen’d Jlake ftrong; Dryas found, 

And in the fhoulder s joint infiufts the wound. Dryden. 

3 - Any thing placed as a palifade or fence. 

That hollow I fhould know : what are you, fpeak ? 
Come not too near, you fall on ironi flakes elfe. Milton . 

4. The poft to which a beaft is tied to be baited. 

We are at the Jlake, 

And bay’d about with many enemies. Shakefp. Jul. Ccsjar. 

Have you not fet mine honour at the fake. 

And baited it with all th’ unmuzzled thoughts 

That tyrannous heart can think? Shak. Twelfth Night. 

5. Any thing pledged or wagered. I know not well whence it 
has this meaning. 

’Tis time fhort pleafure now to take. 

Of little life the beft to make. 

And manage wifely the laft Jlake. 

© then, what intereft fhall I make 
To fave my laft important Jlake , 

When the moft juft have caufe to quake ! 

He ventures little for fo great a Jlake. 

Th’ increafing found is borne to either fhore. 

And for the\xfakes the throwing nations fear. Dryden. 

The game was fo contrived, that one particular caft took 
up the whole Jlake ; and when fome others came up, you laid 
down. Arhuthnot. 

6. 1 he ftate of being hazarded, pledged, or wagered. 

When he heard that the lady Margaret was declared for it, 
he law plainly that his kingdom muft again be put to the Jlake, 


Cowley\. 


Rofcommon. 

More. 


Bacons Henry VII. 


Hudihras. 


and that he muft fight for it. 

Are not our liberties, our lives. 

The laws, religion, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie at Jlake , 

For cov’nant and the caufe’s fake? J| 

Of my crown thou too much care do’ft take; 

That which I value more, my love’s at Jlake. Dryden. 

Hath any of you a great intereft at Jlake in a diftant part of 
the world ? Hath he ventured a good (hare of his fortune ? Att. 
Every moment Cato’s life’s at Jlake. Addif Cato. 

7. The Jlake is a fmall anvil, which Hands upon a fmall iron 
foot on the work-bench, to remove as occafion offers; or elfe 
it hath a ftrong iron fpike at the bottom let into fome place of 
the work-bench, not to be removed. Its office is to fet fmall 
cold work ftraight upon, or to cut or punch upon with the 
cold chiftel or cold punch. Moxon’s Mech. Exer. 

To Stake, v.a. [from the noun.] 

1. To faften, fupport, or defend with pofts fet upright. 

Stake and bind up your weakeft plants and flowers againft 
the winds, before ti.ey in a moment proftrate a whole year’s 
labour. Evelyn’s Kalendar. 

2 To wager; to hazard; to put to hazard. 

Is a man betrayed in his neareft concerns ? The caufe is, he 
relied upon the fervices of a pack of villains, who defigned 
nothing but their own game, and to Jlake him while they play’d 
for themfelves. South. 

Perfons, after their prifons have been flung open, have 
chofen rather to languish in their dungeons than Jlake their 
miferable lives on the fuccefs of a revolution. Addifon. 

'They durft not Jlake their prefent and future happinefs on 
their own chimerical imaginations. Addifon. 

I’ll Jlake yon’ lamb that near the fountain plays. 

And from the brink his dancing (bade furveys. Pope. 

STAL ACTI'TES. n.f [from fooXc/foe.] 

Stalactites is only fpar in the fhape of an icicle, accidentally 
formed in the perpendicular fiffures of the ftone. V/oodward . 

Stala'ctical. adj. Refemblingan icicle. 

A cave was lined with thofe falaClical ftones on the top and 
fides. Derham’s Pbyfico-Theology. 

Stalagmites, n. f. Spar formed into the fhape of drops. 

IVoodivard’s Meth. Fojf. 
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STALE, adj. [f'elle, Dutch.] 

1. Old ; long kept; altered by time. Stale is not nf 

foils otherwife than in contempt. P er " 

This, Richard, is a curious cafe: 

Suppofe your eyes fent equal rays 
Upon two diftant pots of ale, 

Not knowing which was mild or Jlale\ 

In this fad ftate your doubtful choice 

Would never have the calling voice. p . 

A Jlale virgin fets up a ftiop in a place where fh e i/If ‘ 
known. n not 

2. Ufed ’till it is of no ufe or efteem; worn out of regard 

notice. *= d 


or 


The duke regarded not the muttering multitude, knowing 
that rumours grow Jlale and vanifh with"time. Hayw ar j 

About her neck a pacquet mail, ^ ' * 

Fraught with advice, fome frefh, fome ftale. But! . 

Many things beget opinion; fo doth novelty: wit itfelf ^if 
Jlale, is lefs taking. Qrew’s CoLl 

rompey was a perfeeft favourite of the people; but hispre- 
tenfions grew Jlale for want of a timely opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing them upon the ftage. Smh 

They reafon and conclude by precedent, 

And own Jlale nonfenfc which the)'’ ne’er inveiTt. Bote 
Stale, n.f. [from ycaelan, Saxon, to fteal.] 

1. Something exhibited or offered as an allurement to draw others 
to any place or purpofe. 

His heart being wholly delighted in deceiving us, we could 
never be warned; but rather one bird caught, ferved fora fait 
to bring in more. " .Sidney. 

Still as he went he crafty Jlales did lay, 

With cunning trains him to entrap unwares; 

And privy fpials plac’d in all his way, 

To weet whatcourfe he takes, and how he fares. Fa, 
The trumpery in my houfe bring hither, 

Yoxfale to catch thefe thieves. Shakefp. TSmbefl. 

Had he none elfe to make a Jlale but me ? 

I was the chief that rais’d him to the crown, 

And I’ll be chief to bring him down again. Shakef H.Vl. 
A pretence of kindnefs is the univerfal Jlale to all bafe pro- 
jedls: by this men are robbed of their fortunes, and women 
of their honour. Government of the Tongue. 

It may be a vizor for the hypocrite, and a Jlale for the am¬ 
bitious. Decay of Piety, 

This eafy fool muft be my Jlale , fet up 
To catch the people’s eyes : he’s tame and merciful; 

Him I can manage. Dryden s Don Sebofie^ 

2. In Shakefpeare it feems to fignify a proftitute. 

I ftand difhonour’d, that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common Jlale. Shakefpeare, 

3. [Yvomfale, adj.] Urine; old urine. 

4. Old beer; beer fomewhat acidulated. 

5. [Stele, Dutch, a ftick.] A handle. 

It hath a longfale or handle, with a button at the end for 
one’s hand. Mortimer’s Husbandry. 

To Stale, v. a. [from the adje&ive ] To wear out; to 
make old. 

Age cannot wither her, nor cuftom Jlale 
Her infinite variety. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra . 

Were I a common laugher, or did ufe 
To Jlale with ordinary oaths my love 
To every new proteftor. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

A barren-fpirited fellow, one that feeds 
On abjeeft orts and imitations; 

Which, out of ufe, and fat’d by other men, 

Begin hisfafhion. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

To Stale, v. n. [from the noun.] To make water. 

Having ty’d his beaft t’ a pale. 

And taken time for both to Jlale. Hudihras. 

StaAely. adv. [from fale.] Of old; longtime. 

All your promis’d mountains 
And feas I am fo Jlalely acquainted with. Ben. Johnfon. 
StaTeness. n.f [from JI ale.] Oldnefs; ftate of being long 
kept; ftate of being corrupted by time. 

The beer and wine, as well within water as above, have 
not been palled; but fomewhat better than bottles of the fame 
drinks and Jlalenefs, kept in a cellar. Bacon’s Nat. Hi/lor }. 

Provided our landlord’s principles were found, we did not 
take any notice of the Jlalenefs of his provifions. Addijon . 

To STALK, v. n. [ytealcan, Saxon.] 

1. To walk with high and fuperb fteps. It is ufed commonly n* 
a fenfe of diflike. 

His monftrous enemy 
With fturdy fteps came Jlalking in his fight. 

Shall your city call us lord, 

In that behalf which we challeng’d it ? 

Or (hall we give the fignal to our rage, 

And Jlalk in blood to our pofleffion? 

Unfold th’ eternal door: 

You fee before the gate what Jlalking ghoft ■ , 

Commands the guard, what fentries keep the poft. ^ 


Fairy 


Shafofp. K. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lang\ 
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Bertran 

^'Bclofe behind her, like a witch’s fiend 
« to be employ'd. DrydaCs Spamjb Fryar. 

They pafs their precious hours in plays and iports, ^ 
’Till death behind cdmejlalking on unfeen. Dryden. 

With manly mien h ojlalk’d along the ground ; 
jsjor wanted voice bely’d, nor vaunting found. Dryden. 

Then Jlalking through the deep 
He fords the ocean, while the topmoft wave • 

Scarce reaches up his middle fide. # Addifon. 

Tis not to \Jlalk about, and draw frefh air . 

From time to time. ^ . Addifon s Cato. 

Vexatious thought ftill found my flying mind, 

Nor bound bv limits, nor to place confin d ; 

Haunted my nights, and terrify’d my days ; 1 

Stalk’d through my gardens, and purfu’d my Ways, < > 
Nor (hut from artful bow’r, nor loft in winding maze. Pn. ) 
Scornful turning from the (bore 
My haughty ftep, I Jlalk’d the valley o’er. Popes Odyjfey. 

2 To walk behind a ftalking horfe or cover. _ 

The kine afked how far it was to a certain town : they faid 
fix miles. ^Half an hour after he aiked again : one faid fix 
miles and a half. The king alighted out of his coach, and 
crept under the {boulder of his led*horfe: and when fome afked 
his majefty what he meant, I mu ft Jlalk, faid he; for yonder 
town is fhy, and flies me. Bacon’s Apophthegms. 

Stalk, n.f. [from the verb ] 
j. High, proud, wide, and ftately ftep. 

Behind it forth there leapt 
An ugly fiend, more foul than difmal day; 

The which with monftrous Jlale behind him ftept, 

And ever as he went due watch upon him kept. Fa. §>ueen. 

Great Milton next, with high and haughty Jlalks, 
Unfetter’d in majeftick numbers walks. Addifon. 

2. [Stele, Dutch.] The ftefn on which flowers or fruits grow. 

A ftock-gillyflower, gently tied on a ftick, put into a fteep 
glafs full of quickfilver, fo that the quickfiiver cover it; after 
five days you will find the flower frefh, and the Jlalk harder 
and lefs flexible than it was. Bacon. 

Small ftore will ferve, where ftore, 

All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the Jlalk. Milton. 

That amber attradfs not bafil is wholly repugnant unto 
truth ; for if the leaves thereof, or dried Jlalks, be ftripped unto 
fmall ftravvs, they arife unto amber, wax, and other eledtricks, 
no otherways than thofe of wheat and rye. Brown . 

Rofcs unhid, and ev’ry fragrant fiow’r. 

Flew from their Jlalks to ftrew thy nuptial bow’r. Dryden. 

3. The Item of a quill. 

Viewed with a glafs, they appear made up of little bladders, 
like thofe in the plume or ftalk of a quill. Grew. 

Stal'kinghorse. n.f. [Jlalking and horfe.] A horfe either 
real or fictitious by which a fowler fhelters himfelf from the 
fight of the game; a mafk ; a pretence. 

Let the counfellor give counfel not for fa£tion but for con- 
fcience, forbearing to make the good of the ftate the Jlalking- 
horfe of his private ends. Hakewill on Providence. 

Hypocrify is the devil’s ftalkinghorfe, under an affectation of 
fimplicity and religion. L’Fjlrange. 

Sta'lky. adj. [from Jlalk.] Hard like a ftalk. 

It grows upon a round ftalk, and at the top bears a great 
falky head. Mortimer. 

STALL, n.f. [y-ceal, Saxon; fal, Dutch ; Jlalla, Italian.] 

1. A crib in which an ox is fed, or where any horfe is kept in 
the ftable. 

A herd of oxen then he carv’d, with high rais’d heads, 
forg’d all 

Of gold and tin, fur colour mixt, and bellowing from their 
fall,' 

Rufht to their paftures. Chapman s Iliad. 

Duncan’s horfes, 

Beauteous and fwift, the minions of the race, 

Turn’d wild in nature, broke their flails, flung out, 
Contending ’gainft obedience. Shakef. Macbeth. 

oolomon had forty thoufand falls of horfes. 1 Kings iv. 

His fellow fought what lodging he* could find ; 

At laft he found a fall where oxen ftood. Dryden. 

2 * A bench or form where any thing is fet to fale. 

Stalls, bulks, windows, 

Are fmother’d up, leads fill’d, and ridges hors’d 
With variable completions; all agreeing 
In earneftnefs to fee him. Shakefp. Coriolarlus. 

1 he y are nature’s coarfer wares that lie on the fall, expofed 
to the tranfient view of every common eye. Glanv. 

Refs Hoy firft found it troublefome to bawl. 

And therefore plac’d her cherries on a (tall. Kin*. 

How pedlars falls with glitt’ring toys are laid* 

I he various fairings of the country maid. Gay. 

Harley, the nation’s great fupport. 

Returning home one day from court* 

Obferv’d a parfon near Whitehall, 

Uheap’ning old authors on a flail. Swift. 
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3. [Stall, Sivedilh ijlat, Armorick.j A fmall houfe or flied in 
which certain trades are pratifed. 

All thefe together in one heap were thrown, 

Like carcafes of beafts in butcher’s fall ; 

And in another corner wide were ftrown # 

The antique ruins of the Roman’s fall. ^ Fairy S>ueen. 

4. The feat of a dignified clergyman in the choir. 

The pope creates a canon beyond the number limited, ana 
commands the chapter to affign unto fuch canon a flail in the 
choir and place in the chapter. Ay life’s Darergon. 

The dignified clergy, out of mere humility, have called their 
thrones by the names of falls. Warburton » 

To Stall, v. a . [from the noun.] 

1. To keep in a ftall or ftable. 

For fuch encheafon; if you go nie, 

Few chimneys reeking you will efpy ; 

The fat ox, that wont ligg in the ftall, . 

Is now faft failed in his crumenal. Spenfer’s Pa ft orals. 
For my part, he keeps me ruftically at home; or, to fpeak 
more properly, fties me here at home unkept: for call you 
that keeping, for a gentleman of my birth, that differs no. 
from the falling of an ox ? Shakefp ear e. 

Nifus the foreft pafs’d. 

And Alban plains, from Alba’s name fo call’d, 

Where king Latinus then his oxen flail’d. Dryden* 

2. [For infall.] To inveft. 

Long may’ft thou live to wail thy children s lofs; 

And fee another as I fee thee now', 

Deck’d in thy rights, as thou art ftaU d iw mine. Shakefp. 

To Stall, v. n. 

1, To inhabit; to dwell. 

We could not Jlall together in the world. Shakefpeare. 

2 . To kennel. 

Sta'llfed. adj. [fall and fed.] Fed not with grafs but dry 
feed. 

Stal fed oxen, and crammed fowls, are often difeafed in 
their livers. Afbrthnot on Ahfnents. 

Sta'llwoRN. adj. [fall and worn.] Long kept, in the ftable. 
But it is probably a miftake for ftalworih, [ycapelpcjfS, Saxon* 
ftout ] 

His ftallw'orn ftced the champion ftout beftrode. Shakefp. 

Sta'llion. n.f [yfdalwyn,, an old Welch word: the one is 
derived from the other; but which from which I cannot cer¬ 
tainly tell. Wotton. Efallion, French; flail ne, Italian; fal- 
hengft, Dutch. Junius thinks it derived from paelan* to leap.] 
A horfe kept for mares. 

The prefent defe&s are breeding without choice of fallumt 
in fhape or fize. Temple ,• 

If fleet Dragon’s progeny at laft 
Prove jaded, and in frequent matches caft* 

No favour for the f allion we retain. 

And no refpe£t for the degen’rate ftrain. Dryden. 

I will not afk him one of his Egyptians; 

No, let him keep ’em all for (laves and falliom. Dryden. 

STA'MINA, n. f [Latin.] 

1. The firft principles of anything. 

2. The folids of a human body. 

3. [In botany.] Thofe little fine threads or capillaments which 
grow up within the flowers of plants, encompaffing round the 
ftyle, and on which the apices grow at their extremities. 

Sta'mineous. adj. [ famineus, Latin.] 

1. Confifting of threads. 

2. Stamineous flowers. 

Stamineous flowers are fo far imperfect as to v/ant thofe 
coloured leaves which are called petala, and confift only of the 
ftylus and the ftamina ; and fuch plants as do bear thefe ftami- 
neous flowers Ray makes to conftitute a large genus of plants: 
thefe he divides into fuch as, firft, have their fruit or feed to¬ 
tally divided from the flower; and thefe are fuch plants as are 
faid to be of different fexes: the reafon of which is, that from 
the faid feed fome plant fhall arife with flowers and no fruit, 
and others with fruit and no flowers; as hops, hemp. Hinging 
nettles. 2. Such as have their fruit only-*a little disjointed 
from their flowers ; as the ricinus, and the heliotropium tri- 
conon. 3. Such as have their fruit immediately contiguous, 
or adhering to their flower. 4. Such whole flowers adhere to 
the top or uppermoft of the feed ; as the beta, afarum, and 
alchimilla. 

Sta'mmel. n.f. Of this word I know not the meaning. 

Reedhood, the firft that doth appear 
In fammel: fcarlet is too dear. Ben. Johnfon, 

ToSTA'MMER. v.n. [pramep, a ftammerer, Saxon; Jlame- 
len, fameren, to ftammer, Dutch.] To fpeak with unna¬ 
tural hefitati on ; to utter words with difficulty; 

Sometimes to her news of myfelf to tell 
I go about; but then is all my beft 
Wry words* and famm’ring, or elfe doltifh dumb : 

Say then, can this but of enchantment come ? Sidney. 
I would thou coul d’PcJlammer, that thou might’ft pour out 
of thy mouth, as wine comes out of a narrow-mouth’d bottle, 
either too much at once* or none at all Shakefeare 

* She 
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